
 
 

IN HONOR OF HISPANIC HERITAGE MONTH  
15 September – 15 October 2021 

 

WHEREAS, Hispanic Heritage Month celebrates the culture and contributions of Americans 
tracing their roots to Spain, Mexico, Central America, South America, and the Spanish-speaking 
nations of the Caribbean; and   

WHEREAS, the observance of Hispanic Heritage Month was born in 1968 when President 
Johnson issued a proclamation designating National Hispanic Heritage Week, which in 1988 
President Reagan expanded to last a full month – from September 15 to October 15; and 

WHEREAS, the celebration’s start on 9/15 marks the independence of five Latin American 
countries: Costa Rica, El Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras and Nicaragua, with Mexico and 
Chile celebrating their independence on September 16 and September 18, respectively; and 

WHEREAS, the 2021 theme for Hispanic Heritage Month is "Esperanza: A Celebration of 
Hispanic Heritage and Hope” serving as a reminder of the strength we draw as a Nation from 
our immigrant roots and our values as a Nation of immigrants with many strengths; and   

WHEREAS, the United States now has four Hispanic Cabinet Secretaries — Xavier Becerra, 
Secretary of Health & Human Services; Alejandro Mayorkas, Secretary of Homeland Security; 
Miguel Cardona, Secretary of Education, and Isabel Guzman, Small Business Administrator— 
who are all leading departments that oversee critical components of American life; and 

WHEREAS, The Spanish were the first Europeans to explore and settle the land that became 
North Carolina when Hernando de Soto’s expedition in 1539–1542 went through the 
Appalachians, and in 1567 (Roanoke Island was colonized in 1585) Juan Pardo established a fort 
near present-day Morganton that he hoped would be the first outpost of a Spanish empire in 
North America; and 

WHEREAS, in 1777 the Spanish governor of Louisiana, Bernardo de Gálvez, joined General 
George Washington's fight against British soldiers to help win our independence, and by 
1945 over 300,000 Latinos enlisted in the American military to fight in World War II, and 
now over the years the Hispanic presence in Oxford has evolved from seasonal workers to 
home and business-owning residents, including 4 restaurants that appeal across cultures; 

Now, THEREFORE, I, Jacqueline vdH Sergent, Mayor of the City of Oxford, along with the 
Oxford Board of Commissioners, do hereby recognize September 15 – October 15 as Hispanic 
Heritage Month, calling upon our residents to recognize that our diverse cultures enrich and 
broaden our experience as community members, and that Hispanic Americans add colorful 
threads to the fabric woven from the contributions of all our community members that creates 
the unique tapestry that we call home. 
 
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand and caused the seal of Oxford NC, to be 
affixed this the 21st day of September 2021. 

 

________________________________________________                                  
Jacqueline vdH Sergent ~ Mayor, City of Oxford



 


